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（2） Osaka Area of Hanshin Port
- Major rules set forth in Port Regulations Law
Port Regulations Law is enacted, as a special law to prevent maritime collisions, for the purpose of maintaining
safety of ships' traffic and traffic control in inner harbors by means of setting special rules for the narrow water 
areas in inner harbors. 

① Designation of anchorage positions (Article 5 of Port Regulations Law)
In order to moor at mooring buoys, piers, quays, other facilities for
mooring of ships, etc., ships of the gross tonnage of 500 tons or over, who
are anchoring in Osaka harbor, must have designation of the anchoring
position (See anchorage positions, Page 5) from the Captain of Osaka Area
Hanshin Port.

② Limitation for moving (Article 7 of Port Regulations Law)
Except for miscellaneous ships or boats, all ships should not move from
the designated anchorage position before having permission from the
Captain of the port, Osaka Area.

③ Navigation route and method
● Navigation route (Articles 11 & 12 of Port Regulations Law)
(a) Except for miscellaneous ships or boats, all ships entering or leaving
Hanshin Port (Osaka Area) must go through the designated navigation
routes (Osaka passage, Sakai passage); except for the cases that a ship
is seeking refuge from a sea disaster, or a ship is under unavoidable
circumstances.
(b) Except for the cases as described below, ships should not lie at anchor
or release the mooring rope with the tugboat.

・When seeking a refuge from a sea disaster
・When losing control of navigation
・When engaged in rescue work for another ship in the danger of human
life or in an emergency case

・When having permission from the Captain of the port, Hanshin
●Navigation method (Articles 13, 15, 16, 17 & 18 of Port Regulations Law)
(a) Ships entering or leaving the navigation route should not hinder the
course of other ships' sailing in the navigation route.

(b) Ships should not go through the navigation route standing side by side
with each other.

(c) When two ships meet in the navigation route, they must pass each
other keeping to the right.

(d) Ships should not go ahead of other ships in the navigation route.
(e) If an incoming steamship may meet an outgoing steamship at/near a
breakwater, the incoming steamship should not hinder the course of the
outgoing steamship.

(f) In the inner harbor and the vicinity of the boundary line of the harbor,
ships must sail in a moderate speed to avoid danger to other ships.
(Ships must sail in a moderate speed to avoid waves to be caused by
their sailing; otherwise such waves may cause dangers such as
hindering control of the helm of other ships, giving damages to other
ships or their cargoes, cutting mooring ropes of other ships, etc.)
(g) When a ship is sailing along a breakwater, a wharf, a tip of any
structure, or an anchored ship; if it is located over the ship's starboard
side, the ship must sail along it as close as possible. On the contrary, if it
is located over the ship's port side, the ship must sail keeping away from
it as far as possible.

(h) In the inner harbor, the miscellaneous ships should not sail the course
allowed for the ships other than the miscellaneous ships; and the small
ships (of the gross tonnage of 500 tons or less) should not sail the
course allowed for the ships other than the miscellaneous and small
ships. The large ships (of the gross tonnage of over 500 tons) must hoist
an international signal flag/numeral pennant No. 1.

④ Route signaling
A ship entering from Limit to Berth or moving (in the inner harbor) must
show a route signal. (See Route Signals, Page 6)

◎ High priority to an outgoing ship

◎ Small turning circle for right turn,
Large turning circle for left turn

◎ Navigation method in the navigation
route

Outside the harbor

Breakwater

Stop or navigate away

Inner harbor

Small turning circle  
for right turn

Wharf

Large turning circle  
for left turn

●High priority to a ship sailing in the navigation route

●Keep to the right

●No sailing side by side

●No passing

Navigation route

Navigation route

Navigation route

Navigation route

◎ High priority to larger ships 
・Small ships of less than 500 tons or
miscellaneous ships must move away from 
larger ships. 

◎ Moderate speed for safety of other ships 
・Sail in a moderate speed to avoid dangers 
to other ships 
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Yumeshima

Second Nanko signal station

Section 6

①

②

③

④ ⑤

⑥⑧

⑦

⑦

⑨

⑩

Being reclaimed

Section 5

Maishima

Section 1

Section 4

Osaka Hokko Kita Light House

Tenpozan bridge

Minato bridge

Sakishima
Nanko signal station

Section 3

Section 2

Aji river

Shirinashi river

Kizu river

Signals Course Code Meaning of signal Flag

 No.２ substitute,Ｈ  ＞JP OSA H  Sailing for a mooring facility in Section 1 ①

 No.２ substitute,２,Ｔ  ＞JP OSA 2T  Sailing for a mooring facility located in the west of Tenpozan bridge of Section 2 ②

 No.２ substitute,２,Ａ  ＞JP OSA 2A  Sailing for a mooring facility located in the east of Tenpozan bridge of Section 2 ③

 No.２ substitute,３,Ｗ  ＞JP OSA 3W  Sailing for a mooring facility located in the west of Minato bridge of Section 3 ④

 No.２ substitute,３,Ｅ  ＞JP OSA 3E  Sailing for No.5, 6, 7 or a quaywall located in the east of Minato bridge ⑤

 No.２ substitute,３,Ｃ  ＞JP OSA 3C
 Sailing for Nanko Container Pier, I quaywall or G quaywall located in the east of

 Minato bridge Section 3
⑥

 No.２ substitute,３,Ｋ  ＞JP OSA 3K

 Sailing for a mooring facility located in the west of Minato bridge of Section 3

 (excluding No.5 - 8 quaywall, a mooring facility in Shirinashi river or

 Taisho inner port, Nanko Container Pier, I quaywall, and G quaywall)
⑦

 No.２ substitute,４,Ｎ  ＞JP OSA 4N
 Sailing for a mooring facility located in the north of the line connected between

 Nanko signal and the light house at Nanko north breakwater in Section 4
⑧

 No.２ substitute,４,Ｓ  ＞JP OSA 4S

 Sailing for a mooring facility in Section 4 (excluding mooring facilities located in

 the north of the line connected between Nanko signal station and the light house

 at Nanko north breakwater)
⑨

 No.２ substitute,５  ＞JP OSA 5  Sailing for a mooring facility in Section 5 ⑩

　  ＞JP OSA XX  Purposes other than stated above course in the port

 ＞JP OSA OFF
 For the case that the ship is going to anchor in the Osaka Area of Hanshin port

 or in the vicinity of the boundary

　　　　　　　　　　　　 Course Signals
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※ TThe Way of Signaling for Nanko Signal Station has been changed
Flashing lights and objects used to be the way of signaling for Nanko Signal Station.
Since March, 15th, 2018, it has been changed to the way to use flickering or lighting
characters displayed on the signal board.



Restriction on Vessels' Tra�c in Osaka Area
 �e Captain of Hanshin Port has restricted the tra�c of vessels since May, 2013.
�e restricted area is indicated as below:
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（2）Coordination

　At the latest one day in advance, Hanshin Port Authority obtains information on the time schedule of 

ships of the gross tonnage over 500 tons who enter or leave the harbor and check the overall schedule to 

confirm that there is no risk of occurrence of such situations as described in above (1). If there is a risk, 

Port Authority will designate the ships to be controlled related to the navigation time schedule 

(hereinafter called "ships to be controlled") and the oncoming ships (hereinafter called "oncoming 

ships"); according to the following rules of control. 

① General rule for controlling ships' navigation in the vicinity of Daikanmon

When it is expected that two ships as described in the table below will pass each other in the

vicinity of Daikanmon, ○ marked ship will be controlled.

　The ship to be controlled must adjust its sailing time schedule in order to avoid meeting with 

the oncoming ship in the vicinity of Daikanmon. 

However, the above general rule may not be applied in the following cases. 

(a) When one ship leaves a berth and another ship comes to the same berth

(b) When there is a ship sailing between Nanko Kanmon and Daikanmon for shifting to

another berth

(c) When there is an unavoidable reason in an emergency case

② General rule for controlling ships' navigation in the merging area

When there is a possibility that an incoming ship of the gross tonnage of over 500 tons sailing

for Daikanmon and an outgoing ship of the gross tonnage of 5,000 tons or over departing from

Nanko sailing according to the control by the Nanko signal station and Second Nanko signal

station may pass with each other in the merging area, the former ship will be controlled and the

latter ship will be regarded as the oncoming ship.

The ship to be controlled must adjust its sailing time schedule in order to avoid meeting with 

the oncoming ship in the merging area.

Outgoing ship
Ship of the gross tonnage of 10,000 tons or over 

Ship of the gross tonnage of over 500 tons‐less than 10,000 tons 

Ship of the gross tonnage of 10,000 tons or over

Ship of the gross tonnage of 10,000 tons or over 

Ship of the gross tonnage of 10,000 tons or over 

Ship of the gross tonnage of over 500 tons‐less than 10,000 tons

○ 

○ 

○ 

Incoming ship
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（1）Communication and Reporting
All ship which are entering or leaving Osaka Area Hanshin Port are requested to communicate with
OSAKA PORT RADIO according to following instruction.
OSAKA PORT RADIO will inform you Berthing Schedule, Traffic Informations and other necessary
informations on behalf of Port Authority.

Communication and reportingCommunication and reporting

Reporting time Information sent from  
the ship

Information sent from  
Port Radio

1) at 2 hours before port
entrance

・Estimated time of arrival
at P.S.

・Pilot boarding time or
requirement by
Port Authority

2) In case of any change ・Change of the estimated
time of arrival at P.S.

・Pilot boarding time or
requirement by
Port Authority

3) at 20 minutes before
arrival at B.W.

・Estimated time of
passing B.W.

・Traffic Information

(A harbor pilot is on board)

Calling channel： 
Communicating channel： 

Ch16 
(Ch 20), (Ch 19), Ch 11, Ch 12, and Ch 18

P.S.  ：Pilot Station 
B.W.：Break Water

【When entering the harbor】 

● Ships with a harbor pilot on board

● Ships without a harbor pilot

Reporting time Information sent from  
the ship

Information sent from  
Port Radio

1) at 2 hours before port
entrance

・Estimated time of
passing B.W.

・Berthing schedule

2) In case of any change ・Change of the estimated
time of passing B.W.

・Berthing schedule
・Traffic Information

* Mainly use the channels specified in the parentheses.
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55 Other laws and regulationsOther laws and regulations

（1）Outline of Compulsory Insurance Requirement For Non-tanker Vessels
　Japanese Government has amended "the Law on Liability for Oil Pollution Damage" in order to tackle the problem 
of abandoned-shipwreck in Japanese coastal waters. Under this law, most of ocean-going vessels shall be insured. 
　From March 1, 2005, the shipowner of a vessel calling at any Japanese port must fulfill the following requirements 
for entry. 

- have P&I insurance for the vessel
- carry the relevant certificate on board
- report the status of insurance before entering a port

I. Compulsory Insurance
Compulsory insurance requirement for non-tanker vessel

will be introduced from March 1, 2005. Vessels that do not 
have P&I insurance after that date will be denied to enter any 
Japanese port. 

【Scope of Application】 

　The new compulsory insurance requirement applies to all 
ocean-going vessels (excluding oil tankers) that are of 100 
gross tonnage or larger. 
　Note: Oil tankers are already required to have insurance 
under the International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil 
Pollution. 

II. Carrying a Relevant Certificate on Board
- When the vessels are visiting a Japanese port, the
certificate of insurance must be on board.
- The minister of Land, Infrastructure and Transport issues
the certificate in response to the application from the
shipowner or its agent in Japan. The application for issuing
the certificate will be accepted from December 1, 2004 at 
District Transport Bureaus, which are the local offices of
the ministry. (The regulations about the certificate for the
oil tanker are same as before.)
- Please be reminded that a few weeks or more are required
to provide issuance of the certificate of insurance.
- In exception of the rule above, if the shipowner has
"Designated insurers" insurance such as P&I clubs
belonged to the International Group of P&I Clubs and etc.,
the original or the certified copy of "the Certificate of
Entry" issued by the insurer will be accepted instead of the

certificate of insurance issued by the minister. 
　For further details including the list of "Designated 
insurers", please inquire to one of the offices listed on reverse 
page. 　　　　 
III. Report of the status of insurance
The captain in Japan of the vessel including the oil tanker

carrying more than 2000 tons of oil in bulk as cargo shall 
report the status of the insurance and identification 
information of the vessel to the District Transport Bureau 
before entering a port in the designated report from. (The 
shipowner or the agent in Japan can act in the captain's place 
when reporting.) 
　For further details, please inquire to one of the offices listed 
on reverse page.　　　　 
IV. Inspection
The government officers including the PSC Officers may

board the vessel to inspect relevant certificate. If the captain 
fails to produce the certificate, the captain and/or the 
shipowner would be penalized and the vessel may be detained. 
Under the law, the captain will be guilty of an offence 
punishable when； 
- The vessel without an appropriate insurance cover enters a
port in Japan.
- The vessel without a relevant certificate enters a port in
Japan.
- The captain fails to report or reports false information to
the authority.
- Other cases provided by the law.

 

（3） Conditions for berthing to public wharves
①. Conditions for berthing at public wharves
If a ship violates any of the international ships/harbor security law SOLAS regulations, ship's oil pollution
liability law, and/or PSC (Port state control) laws, it may not be permitted to use mooring facilities such as
public piers.

②. Safety measures for port entrance in the nighttime
（ i） As a general rule, it is prohibited to enter the harbor in  the nighttime if the weather condition is of the



 

（3） Conditions for berthing to public wharves
①. Conditions for berthing at public wharves
If a ship violates any of the international ships/harbor security law SOLAS regulations, ship's oil pollution
liability law, and/or PSC (Port state control) laws, it may not be permitted to use mooring facilities such as
public piers.

②. Safety measures for port entrance in the nighttime
（ i） As a general rule, it is prohibited to enter the harbor in  the nighttime if the weather condition is of the
wind speed of 15m/s or over and/or the radius of visibility of 1 mile or less. 

（ii） As a general rule, tankers laden with hazardous cargoes may not enter the harbor.
（iii） If a ship (500G/T or more) enters the harbor in the nighttime, ship's master must request Harbor
Pilot provided that the ship's master has not experienced at least 2 times in the past 12 months or the
ship is not escorted by a tug boat.
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(Objective) 
Article1 The objective of this guideline is to establish steps necessary to implement the measures 

for preventing typhoon or the developed low pressure disaster based on the rule of The 
Committee of Preventing Maritime Disaster in Osaka Port.(hereinafter called “Committee”). 

(Convocation of Committee) 
Article2  In principle, the Committee is convened two days prior to the forecasted approach of 

typhoon. 

(Standard measures for preventing typhoon or the developed low pressure disaster) 
Article3  Standard measures for preventing typhoon or the developed low pressure disaster are as 

follows: 

If there is a possibility of a typhoon 

approach to Osaka Bay. 

1 Pay attention for the weather information and the 

movement of typhoon. 

2 Stand by crew on board and stand by engine in order 

to taking necessary actions against rough weather and 
sea. 

3 Ensure communications means with related parties. 

4 The vessels at anchor and intending to anchor note 

the following matters to prevent dragging anchor. 
(1) Maintain communication with Japan Coast

Guard.

For example, maintain a continuous listening 

watch on VHF CH16. 
(2) Arrange the officer in charge of the

navigational watch on the bridge and the radio

watch.

(3) Maintain AIS in operation at all t imes.



If the port of Hanshin (Osaka area 
and Sakai-Senboku area) and the 

port of Hannan are expected to be 

covered by the storm zone of a 

typhoon. 

1 The following vessels should, in principle, evacuate 

from the port 
(1) In Osaka area, vessels(gross tonnage of 10,000

tons or more) with dangerous cargo in bulk and

vessels moored at J wharf.

(2) In Sakai Senboku area, vessels(gross tonnage
of 30,000 tons or more.) 

2  Vessels engaged in construction works should stop 

works and move to a safe place. 

3 Small vessels should anchor at appropriate 
anchorage or moorage without delay. 

4  Large vessels(gross tonnage of 1,000 tons or 

more)excluding ferry should evacuate from the port, 

in principle. 
5 The vessels at anchor and intending to anchor note 

the following matters to prevent dragging anchor. 

(1) Maintain communication with Japan Coast

Guard.
For example, maintain a continuous listening 

watch on VHF CH16. 

(2) Arrange the officer in charge of the

navigational watch on the bridge and the radio
watch.

(3) Maintain AIS in operation at all t imes.



If the port of Hanshin (Osaka area 

and Sakai-Senboku area) and the 

port of Hannan will surely be 
covered by the storm zone of a 

typhoon or expected serious 

influence. 

1 Large vessels(gross tonnage of 1,000 tons or more) 

should evacuate from the port, in principle. 

2 Small vessels should move into the rivers or canals 
wherever safe and keep strict watch. 

3 The vessels at anchor and intending to anchor note 

the following matters to prevent dragging anchor. 

(1) Maintain communication with Japan Coast
Guard.

For example, maintain a continuous listening 

watch on VHF CH16. 

(2) Arrange the officer in charge of the
navigational watch on the bridge and the radio

watch.

(3) Maintain AIS in operation at all t imes.

If a weather phenomenon could 

potentially arise, such as windstorm 

or snowstorm related weather 

warning announcement in the port 
of Sakai-Senboku area. 

In principal, vessels (gross tonnage of 100 tons or 

more), should not anchor at the area within 3 miles 
from the port of Sakai-Senboku Piers. 

(Refer to the reference drawing_Page 15) 

The port of Sakai-  
“COSMOSEKIYU GENYU”  

“OSAKAGAS NO.2 LNG 2”  

“SAKAI LNG CENTER LNG” 



Phase 1 Phase 2 

except Recommendation to 
avoid anchoring  

When it becomes out of the area of 

typhoon and is determined to be 

calm soon. 

1 Vessels evacuated from the port take appropriate 

measures such as re-entering the port with paying 

attention. 

2 Note the restrictions such as traffic restriction. Recommendation to avoid 

anchoring 

When a windstorm or snowstorm 

related weather warning in the port 

of Sakai-Senboku area is lifted by 

Japan Meteorological Agency. 

1. When a storm caused by an abnormal weather such as a low pressure developing to similar a typhoon, is predicted at
the port of Hanshin (Osaka area and Sakai-Senboku area) and the port of Hannan, the Committee of preventing maritime
disaster in Osaka Port is separately held and considers measures for it.

 When there is possibility to shift to “Phase2”, the Japan Coast Guard announces the Recommendation to avoid
anchoring at the area within 3 miles from the port of Sakai-Senboku Piers.

3. When a typhoon with the storm zone (Maximum wind speed near the center is 40m/s or more) approach to the sea
area in Osaka Bay and KII Channel, The Commander of 5th Regional Coast Guard Headquarters advise the
recommendation following the result of The Council of Measures for preventing typhoon or the other disasters in
Osaka Bay and KII Channel”.
Therefore, the vessels should take an evacuate action accordingly that recommendation. 
Additionally, announcement and lift of the recommendation is informed by the Communication system on this 

guidelines article5 (page11). 
The recommendation based on “Maritime Traffic Safety Act” Article32.2 and “Act of Port Regulations Article48.1. 
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Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of August 24, 1985. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of July 28, 1994. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of June 25, 1997. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of June 28, 2001. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of June 17, 2008. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of June 21, 2011. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of June 17, 2013. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of July 29, 2016. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of, June 30 2017. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of, June 28 2018. 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of, April 1 2020 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of, July 30 2020 

Supplementary clause 
This guideline becomes effective as of, July 1 2021 
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he measures to be taken against Tsunami for vessels in the port of Hanshin 
(Osaka area and Sakai-Senboku area) and the port of Hannan 

1. Objective

This guideline aims to minimize the wreckage of vessels in time of Tsunami. Measures are hereby

stated for vessels in the port of Hanshin (Osaka area and Sakai-Senboku area) and the port of Hannan

to deal with the situation swiftly in proper manners.

2. How to obtain Tsunami information

Vessels at the port of Hanshin (Osaka area and Sakai-Senboku area) and the port of Hannan, vessels

entering ports and maritime authorized people (their agents and vessel navigation operators) are

requested to make their utmost efforts to obtain Tsunami information by means of those below List 1

and the others.

(List 1) The measures for gathering information about Tsunami 

 .cte lennahC ,ycneuqerF stroper rehtaew niatbo ot snaeM

Radio

broadcast 

Japan 

Coast 

Guard 

Kobe Coast Guard 

Radio
International VHF CH16/12 

OSAKA MARTIS 
International VHF CH16/CH13,14,66  

Japanese 1651kHz  English 2019kHz 

NAVTEX (text 

information) 

NAVTEX RECEIVER 

F1B EMISSION 518 kHz 

Port and 

Harbor

Bureau 

Sakai Port Radio, 

Osaka Port Radio 

International VHF 

CH16/CH11,12,18,19,20 

TV broadcast NHK etc. 

Radio broadcast 666kHz etc. 

Internet, Email 

Japan Meteorological Agency's website , 
Maritime Information and Communication System, Area 
Email, Emergency Alert Email (receive settings is 
needed), etc. 

3. Measures to be taken by vessels

(1) Vessels in the port of Hanshin (Osaka area and Sakai-Senboku area) and the port of Hannan

When Japan Meteorological Agency (hereafter referred to as “JMA”) announced for Osaka prefecture

about Tsunami Attention or Tsunami Warning or large Tsunami Warning. 
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Vessels at anchor standby for evacuation with 
standby engine, evacuate from the port or take the 
other measures as needed. 

The vessels at anchor and intending to anchor note 
the following matters to prevent dragging anchor. 

1  Maintain communication with Japan Coast 
Guard. For example, maintain a continuous 
listening watch on VHF ch16. 

2 Arrange the officer in charge of the navigational 
watch on the bridge and the radio watch. 

3  Maintain AIS in operation at all times. 

* Captain of the port Captain of the port of Hanshin (Osaka area and Sakai-Senboku area) and the port of

Hannan 

Small Vessels : pleasure boats, fishing boats or the others in could be landed 

Reinforce mooring: refers to keeping moored against Tsunami by reinforcement of mooring along with 

engine (Consider evacuating land workers and the like aboard the vessel for 

emergency shelter) 

Recommendation: based on ACT on Port Regulations Article 39 paragraph 4. 

(List 3) Details of measures based on (The Nankai Trough Earthquake Extra Information category by JMA . 

Announced by 
Japan 

Meteorological 
Agency 

Details of measures to be taken by vessels 
Category of 

Recommendat
ion by 

Captain of the 
Port 

The Nankai 
Trough 
Earthquake 
Extra 
Information ( 
Megathrust 
Earthquake 
Caution) 

All Vessels  

1 Vessels in the port are prepare for evacuation, and 
prepared to leave the port as needed. 

Note information on Nankai Trough Earthquake
announced by the Japan Meteorological Agency. 

Confirmation regarding securing of support system
necessary for evacuation.

Confirmation of correspondence of quay
administrator and cargo handling companies.

Confirmation of evacuation
2 Take voluntary evacuation action.

Evacuate to safe sea area voluntarily when you
can’t receive necessary support system for evacuation,
can’t use quay ,can’t handle cargo and so on.

Special 
cautions 
with The 
Nankai 
Trough 
Earthquake(
Recommend
ation) 

Note 1) During the announcement of Special cautions with The Nankai Trough Earthquake defined by 

List 3, Captain of the Port change for Phease1(Recommendation for taking precaution against 

Tsunami) or Phase2(Recommendation to evacuate against Tsunami) defined by List 2 when 

announced about Tsunami recommendation or Tsunami Warning or large Tsunami Warning. 

Note 2) Captain of the Port do not advise of Special cautions with The Nankai Trough 

Earthquake(Recommendation) even if announced about The Nankai Trough Earthquake Extra 

Information (Megathrust Earthquake Caution) when still continued Phease1(Recommendation for 

taking precaution against Tsunami) or Phase2(Recommendation to evacuate against Tsunami) defined 



by List 2. 

Note 3)In the case of cancelled Phease1(Recommendation for taking precaution against Tsunami) or 

Phase2(Recommendation to evacuate against Tsunami) defined by List 2 , Captain of the Port change 

for Special cautions with The Nankai Trough Earthquake(Recommendation) defined by List 3 

when still continued of The Nankai Trough Earthquake Extra Information (Megathrust Earthquake 

Caution) . 

 (2) Evacuation area etc.

Vessels in ports have the best way of evacuation such as “reinforce mooring”, “evacuating the port”,

take the height and ETA of Tsunami and other factors into consideration.

In case of vessels evacuate from the port, evacuate to the sea area depth 30m or more in the Osaka 

Bay (hereafter “recommended evacuation sea area”) .(See "Recommended Evacuation Sea Areas in the 

Osaka Bay" attached at the end of document) 

(3) Vessels entering or scheduled to enter the port of Hanshin (Osaka area and Sakai-Senboku area) and

the port of Hannan

Vessels cancel entering to the ports and evacuate to the recommended evacuation sea area as much 

as possible, take the height, ETA of Tsunami and other factors into consideration. 

(4) The sequence of evacuation

Evacuation of vessels to outside the ports should be conducted in principle from vessels that are 

ready for departure from the port. If the timing of departure is conflicted, the following basic order of 

evacuation should be followed, taking the risk of secondary disaster into consideration. Each relevant 

party is requested to prevent and minimize disaster in cooperation with each other as much as possible. 

[1] Vessels carrying dangerous cargo

[2] Passenger liners with passengers aboard

[3] Other large vessels and huge vessels on Maritime Traffic Safety Law

[4] Other vessels

Note 1) This is an order intended for minimizing damage (disaster reduction) and does not guarantee

that pilots, tug boats, and line-removing operators can be preferentially arranged for 

evacuation. 

Note 2) Pay attention the information about the order of evacuation may be provided by Osaka Coast 

Guard Office, Osaka Port Radio, etc. 

4. Action to be taken by Captain of the Port

(1) Evacuation Recommendation

Captain of the port advices vessels in the port of Hanshin (Osaka area and Sakai-Senboku area) and 

the port of Hannan take appropriate measures related to Phase1 (Recommendation for taking 

precaution against Tsunami) or Phase2 (Recommendation to evacuate against Tsunami) in List 2, 

concurrently in the case of JMA issues Tsunami Recommendation, Tsunami Warning or Large Tsunami 
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Warning to Osaka prefecture. 

When The Nankai Trough Earthquake Extra Information (Megathrust Earthquake Caution) 

announced by JMA, Captain of the Port recommended to take measures to special cautions with The 

Nankai Trough Earthquake(Recommendation) in List3. 

After the announcement of The Nankai Trough Earthquake Extra Information(Under Analysis),it 

will be issued to The Nankai Trough Earthquake Extra Information (Megathrust Earthquake Caution 

and (Megathrust Earthquake Attention Finish Analysis) and the others, so be careful about this 

information as well.  

(2) Cancelation of evacuation recommendation

Captain of the port cancels advisories of List2, in the case of JMA cancels Tsunami Attention, 

Tsunami Warning or Large Tsunami, and confirmed the safety inside the ports. 

However, captain of the port may continue the measures, such as restriction of navigation and the 

others, by reason of depending on the situation, such as navigational hazards, damage in the mooring 

factories, or decrease to depth of water and the others.  

Also, the recommendations in List3 will be canceled when the measures of caution are canceled by a 

call from the nation.  

5. Distributing information

The maritime authorized people obtain the Tsunami information via the measure stated on List 1, 

and inform Vessels in port and distribute the several information to the affiliated or the relevant 

companies through “communication network for Typhoons and others”, in the case of JMA issues 

Tsunami Attention, Tsunami Warning or Large Tsunami Warning to Osaka prefecture, also when issues 

The Nankai Trough Earthquake Extra Information (Megathrust Earthquake Caution) .  

6. Draw up Tsunami evacuation manuals, education and training.

Vessel navigation operators are requested to draw up manuals that clarify evacuation measures for 

vessels and crew, provide necessary education and training for crew, and take other actions to prepare 

for disaster prevention and minimize disasters. 

Vessels are always requested to build the evacuating systems by confirming the evacuation 

procedures, conducting drills and the others usually, based on these manuals to take the best evacuation 

measure immediately in case of occurrence of Tsunami or Big earthquake. 

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of April 1, 2006. 

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of July 29, 2010. 

Supplementary clause 



This guideline becomes effective as of June 21, 2011. 

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of June 15, 2012  

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of June 17, 2013  

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of February 17, 2015  

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of July 29, 2016  

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of June 30, 2017  

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of June 28, 2018  

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of April 1, 2020  

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of July 30, 2020  

Supplementary clause 

This guideline becomes effective as of July 1, 2021  
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TOMOGASHIMA SUIDO

AKASHI KAIKYO

Recommended 
Evacuation Sea Area

Recommended 
Evacuation Sea Area

Recommended 
Evacuation Sea Area

Vessels evacuate to the sea area to the west
of “AKASHI KAIKYO” by ETA of Tsunami

Vessels evacuate with caution to the 
Evacuation Sea Area located  in the 
center of the Osaka Bay in case that they 
are unable to go outside of the Bay by 
ETA of Tsunami.

Vessels navigating inside  of the bay 
evacuate to the sea area, "KII SUIDO" 
to the south of “TOMOGASHIMA 
SUIDO” by ETA of Tsunami.

current speedlegend
0 ~ 1 knots(maximum) 

2 ~ 3 knots(maximum) 
1 ~ 2 knots(maximum) 

3 ~ 4 knots(maximum) 
4 ~ 5 knots(maximum) 
5 ~ 6 knots(maximum) 
6 ~ 7 knots(maximum) 
7 knots ~(maximum) 

water depth line (30m)
Recommeded Evacuation
Sea Areas
Sea areas depth less than 4 
times the estimated height 
of Tsunami

Note the following points when 
evacuating from the each port
○Choose the shortest and safest route 
○Avoid crossing the vessels from other
ports
○Small vessels evacuate to the sea area
in the vicinity of “AWAJI SHIMA” . 
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